August 12, 2009

​

In regards to: National Health Care Reform
Dear 
,
I am a practicing chiropractor in New York State and am writing to you in regards to the health care reform legislation that you will be considering following your summer recess.  I am troubled that the “White House Forum on Health Care Reform” document indicates that no representatives from any chiropractic professional organization were in attendance.  This document clearly speaks to the issue that continues to exist in health care policy discussions: the idea that chiropractic care can be easily omitted, or is simply cast aside.  
As Congress and President Obama consider what a reform package will look like it is important that ideas should be considered that challenge the status quo.  Decisions regarding the details of available reform benefit packages should be made with consideration to increasing the quality of health care by expanding treatment options, improving patient outcomes and increasing patient satisfaction.  Our goal should be improving overall health status and quality of life while expanding the nation’s capacity to deal with the high cost of healthcare.  Chiropractic care accomplishes this by offering a safe alternative that reduces the need for invasive procedures of questionable value and outcomes and decreases the need for excessive use of pharmaceuticals and their negative side effects while minimizing expenses.  For true reform to occur, personal biases must be set aside and competition between professions and the services offered should be fostered.  

Our national organizations, including the American Chiropractic Association (ACA), the Association of Chiropractic Colleges (ACC), the Congress of Chiropractic State Associations (COCSA), and the International Chiropractors Association (ICA), have proposed draft legislation that contains language that is more specific than the current legislation.  I am writing to encourage you to support the inclusion of these recommended changes.  I recognize that as part of the legislative process this bill will continue to be amended. I request that the proposed changes listed below be included in future drafts of the national health care reform bill.
Key points that I feel must be included in the legislation are as follows:

1. Maintain state laws that ensure patients’ right to seek care from the provider of his choice, including doctors of chiropractic, and guarantee equality of the accessibility of such providers in all federally established or regulated plans, including managed care plans.

2. Ensure that any federally defined package of “minimum benefits” specifically includes the conservative professional services provided by doctors of chiropractic.
3. Guarantee that the accessibility of chiropractic providers, services and procedures is equal to the availability of traditional medical care, should the patient choose to pursue that course of treatment.

4. Promote patient-centered care among all health care professionals as members of an interdisciplinary team, emphasizing evidence-based practice, quality improvement approaches and informatics. 

5. Strengthen anti-discrimination laws to eliminate unwarranted and frank discrimination against any school of professional practice.  

6. Allow direct access to chiropractic for patients and avoid the creation of a gatekeeper scenario that would serve as an impediment to accessing chiropractic care.

Services delivered by doctors of chiropractic are an essential component of the nation’s health delivery system, and as such must be included as an integral part of any health care reform. I request your support the legislation proposed by the ACA in future drafts of the national health care reform bill.
Respectfully,

